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Many are distrustful of their leaders, and believe that their voices are never heard. Many
seek only to satisfy their private work -- wants; to satisfy their private interests. But this
is the great danger America faces -- that we will cease to be one nation and become
instead a collection of interest groups: city against suburb, region against region,
individual against individual; each seeking to satisfy private wants. If that happens, who
then will speak for America? Who then will speak for the common good?
This is the question which must be answered in 1976: Are we to be one people bound
together by common spirit, sharing in a common endeavor; or will we become a divided
nation? For all of its uncertainty, we cannot flee the future. We must not become the
"New Puritans" and reject our society. We must address and master the future together. It
can be done if we restore the belief that we share a sense of national community, that we
share a common national endeavor. It can be done.
There is no executive order; there is no law that can require the American people to form
a national community. This we must do as individuals, and if we do it as individuals,
there is no President of the United States who can veto that decision.
…
A nation is formed by the willingness of each of us to share in the responsibility for
upholding the common good. A government is invigorated when each one of us is willing
to participate in shaping the future of this nation. In this election year, we must define the
"common good" and begin again to shape a common future. Let each person do his or her
part. If one citizen is unwilling to participate, all of us are going to suffer. For the
American idea, though it is shared by all of us, is realized in each one of us.
…
Let there be no illusions about the difficulty of forming this kind of a national
community. It's tough, difficult, not easy. But a spirit of harmony will survive in America
only if each of us remembers that we share a common destiny; if each of us remembers,
when self-interest and bitterness seem to prevail, that we share a common destiny.
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