Ella J. Baker, "Bigger Than a Hamburger"
The Student Leadership Conference made it crystal clear that current sit-ins and
other demonstrations are concerned with something much bigger than a
hamburger or even a giant-sized Coke.
Whatever may be the difference in approach to their goal, the Negro and white
students, North and South, are seeking to rid America of the scourge of racial
segregation and discrimination—not only at lunch counters, but in every aspect of
life.
[…]
"We want the world to know that we no longer accept the inferior position of
second-class citizenship. We are willing to go to jail, be ridiculed, spat upon and
even suffer physical violence to obtain First Class Citizenship."
By and large, this feeling that they have a destined date with freedom, was not
limited to a drive for personal freedom, or even freedom for the Negro in the
South. Repeatedly it was emphasized that the movement was concerned with the
moral implications of racial discrimination for the "whole world" and the "Human
Race."
[…]
It was further evident that desire for supportive cooperation from adult leaders
and the adult community was also tempered by apprehension that adults might try
to "capture" the student movement. The students showed willingness to be met on
the basis of equality, but were intolerant of anything that smacked of
manipulation or domination.
This inclination toward group-centered leadership, rather than toward a leadercentered group pattern of organization, was refreshing indeed to those of the older
group who bear the scars of the battle, the frustrations and the disillusionment that
come when the prophetic leader turns out to have heavy feet of clay.
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