
Excerpt from “Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World” by Marcus 
Garvey (August 1920) 

Preamble 

Be It Resolved, That the Negro people of the world, through their chosen representatives 
in convention assembled in Liberty Hall, in the City of New York and United States of 
America, from August 1 to August 31, in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty, protest against the wrongs and injustices they are suffering at the 
hands of their white brethren, and state what they deem their fair and just rights, as well 
as the treatment they propose to demand of all men in the future. 

We complain: 

1. That nowhere in the world, with few exceptions, are black men accorded equal 
treatment with white men, although in the same situation and circumstances, but, on the 
contrary, are discriminated against and denied the common rights due to human beings 
for no other reason than their race and color. 

We are not willingly accepted as guests in the public hotels and inns of the world for no 
other reason than our race and color. 

2. In certain parts of the United States of America our race is denied the right of public 
trial accorded to other races when accused of crime, but are lynched and burned by mobs, 
and such brutal and inhuman treatment is even practiced upon our women. 

3. That European nations have parceled out among them and taken possession of nearly 
all of the continent of Africa, and the natives are compelled to surrender their lands to 
aliens and are treated in most instances like slaves. 

4. In the southern portion of the United States of America, although citizens under the 
Federal Constitution, and in some States almost equal to the whites in population and are 
qualified land owners and taxpayers, we are, nevertheless, denied all voice in the making 
and administration of the laws and are taxed without representation by the State 
governments, and at the same time compelled to do military service in defense of the 
country. 

5. On the public conveyances and common carriers in the southern portion of the United 
States we are jim-crowed and compelled to accept separate and inferior accommodations 
and made to pay the same fare charged for first-class accommodations, and our families 
are often humiliated and insulted by drunken white men who habitually pass through the 
jim-crow cars going to the smoking car. 

6. The physicians of our race are denied the right to attend their patients while in the 
public hospitals of the cities and States where they reside in certain parts of the United 
States. 



Our children are forced to attend inferior separate schools for shorter terms than white 
children, and the public school funds are unequally divided between the white and 
colored schools. 

7. We are discriminated against and denied an equal chance to earn wages for the support 
of our families, and in many instances are refused admission into labor unions and nearly 
everywhere are paid smaller wages than white men. 

8. In the Civil Service and departmental offices we are everywhere discriminated against 
and made to feel that to be a black man in Europe, America and the West Indies is 
equivalent to being an outcast and a leper among the races of men, no matter what the 
character attainments of the black men may be. 

9. In the British and other West Indian islands and colonies Negroes are secretly and 
cunningly discriminated against and denied those fuller rights of government to which 
white citizens are appointed, nominated and elected. 

10. That our people in those parts are forced to work for lower wages than the average 
standard of white men and are kept in conditions repugnant to good civilized tastes and 
customs. 

11. That the many acts of injustices against members of our race before the courts of law 
in the respective islands and colonies are of such nature as to create disgust and 
disrespect for the white man’s sense of justice. 

12. Against all such inhuman, unchristian and uncivilized treatment we here and now 
emphatically protest, and invoke the condemnation of all mankind. 
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