Excerpt from “The Descent of Du Bois” by Hubert Harrison (1920)

It is felt by all critics, that Du Bois, of all Negroes, knows best that our “special
grievances” which the War Department Bulletin describes as “justifiable” consist of
lynching, segregation and disfranchisement, and that the Negroes of America can not
preserve either their lives, their manhood or their vote (which is their political life and
liberties) with these things in existence. The doctor’s critics feel that America cannot use
the Negro people to any good effect unless they have life, liberty and manhood assured
and guaranteed to them. Therefore, instead of the war for democracy making these things
less necessary, it makes them more so.
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